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Nr. 1/2021

Dear ICBUW members, friends and interested parties,

The New Year starts with a comeback of the ICBUW newsletter. It is
intended to provide information - with more or less regular intervals - about
our main areas of work as well as current developments on the topic of
uranium weapons and seeks to encourage networking and exchange. This
seems to us to be of great importance, especially in times of Corona. We
look forward to questions, comments and other reactions.

Kind Regards,
Manfred Mohr
Spokesman, ICBUW

If you are not interested in receiving newsletters, please click "Unsubscribe" at the end of the
letter.

ICBUW special event as part of the IUFF 2020 with Léa Promaja.
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1. Over the past two years, ICBUW has consolidated itself organizationally
and institutionally. In addition to the two spokespersons or chairs, there is

a steering_group and an advisory board. We are particularly happy about the
establishment of the ICBUW team, consisting of highly qualified and
motivated young people who actively support us. We are registering an
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increasing number of individual ICBUW memberships as well as incoming

individual donations - to which we would also like to further invite at this
point.
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UN-Generalversammlung positioniert sich mit groBer

Stimmenmehrheit zu Uranwaffen

Am 7.12.20 nahm die Generalversammilung der Versinten Nationen die Resolution A/RES/75/42 zu
<Effects of the use 0 armaments and ammunitions containing depleted uranium™ an.
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Internationale Koalition zur Achtung von Uranwaf- m
fen

Die Internationale Koalition zur khtung von Uranwaffen — ICBUW - hat das Ziel,

Uranwaffen weltweit zu dchten und zu ihrer Beseitigung beizutragen. Uranmuniti- facebook
on verursacht ber viele Generationen Krankheit und Tod bei der Zivilbevilkerung.
Folglich ist die Verwendung ethisch nicht vertretbar, militarisch unverhaltnismaBig

und volkerrechtiich fragwiirdig. Findeicbuweu O | Instagram

Folge ICBUW auf f

New ICBUW-Website

2. The new website has been established and is being constantly updated.
Individual contributions from the older pages, some of which have been shut
down, have been taken over to the new website. This concerns in particular
the English-language pages bandepleteduranium.org and icbuw.org, while
the pages of ICBUW Germany and the Berlin Working_Group on Uranium
Ammunition are still online and can thus at least be used as an archive. In
particular, we would like to point out the "Resources" section of the new site,
which contains some important documents. Our current web presence is
complemented by social media.

https://www.icbuw.eu/de/Tna=v&id=5 2/8


https://www.icbuw.eu/en/participate/
https://www.icbuw.eu/EN/
http://www.uranmunition.org/
http://www.uran-munition.de/
https://www.icbuw.eu/en/resources/

29.12.2021, 11:38 ICBUW Newsletter 1/2021

Conflict and
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Conflict and Environment Observatory (CEOBS) Logo

3. The broader issue of war and the environment, which lies behind the DU
issue, is increasingly becoming the focus of discourse and interest. In this
context, we are registering growing media interest, which also extends to
ICBUW - in the form of publications, interviews, etc. There is a lively
exchange on this with the "Conflict and Environment" Observatory. The issue
of uranium weapons in the narrower sense also continues to be followed by
the media, the interested public and individual citizens. There are
continuous publications on the topic. Here as well, many things converge at
ICBUW, as a coordination and information centre.
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Warning sign about NATO cluster bombs near Kopaonik

4. We record and discuss DU cases and assistance to victims of uranium
weapons use. This concerns for example Serbia, France, Sardinia or Iraqg.
Attempts to settle these cases by judicial means also come into play again
and again. We advise a certain restraint here - in view of high costs and an
uncertain outcome - and recommend instead, for example, human rights
complaint and notification systems. Furthermore, we continue to follow the
court cases or approaches to DU issues (which is usually accompanied by at
least some media interest). There is a certain, relatively distinct tradition in
this regard in Italy, where (own) military victims have sometimes been
awarded large sums in damages. Here it is important that a causal
connection between the health damages suffered and the use of DU
ammunition is established.
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ICBUW-Spokesman Manfred Mohr with flmmaker Lisa Camillo
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5. A highlight was certainly the International Uranium Film Festival (IUFF),
which celebrated its 10th anniversary. After a one-year break, it took place
in Berlin last October. Despite the complicated and not really audience-
friendly conditions of the pandemic measures in force, it was a huge
success. The (traditionally) high-quality programme attracted an astonishing
number of people; quite a few even had to be turned away due to the
limited number of seats. Particularly important for ICBUW was the
documentary film award-winning contribution "Balentes" by Lisa Camillo. It
shows the devastating environmental damage caused by the military on the
beautiful island of Sardinia, but also the energetic resistance against it by
the local population. The topic of Sardinia will continue to be dealt with by
us. At the festival we could see how ICBUW can play a networking role by
bringing together different lines of development - from the local up to the
global level. In Rio, the headquarters of the IUFF, planning does not stop:
an event is being prepared for the anniversary of Fukushima on 11 March,
and IUFF 2021 will also take place in Rio at the end of May. Further events
are planned for the autumn in Dlsseldorf and Berlin - so far only online.
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Uranatlas-event (12.09.19) in Berlin

6. The IUFF represents one of the (otherwise hardly existing) opportunities
to discuss the topic of "uranium" - as the source of all evil - in a complex
way, from uranium mining to uranium enrichment to the nuclear weapons
problem. A contribution to this is also the excellent "Uranium Atlas",
published at the end of 2019, a cooperation project of the Nuclear Free
Future Foundation, the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, BUND and Le Monde
Diplomatique. A special double page is dedicated to the topic of uranium
weapons. It goes into the mode of action, history of use and consequences
of these weapons as well as the legal arguments for banning them
(principles of international humanitarian law, precautionary principle, human
rights and environmental standards). Also interesting are the details on DU
tests and incidents with reference to German territory. In a certain sense,
this double page is the most condensed and up-to-date presentation on the
subject of uranium weapons.
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Matthias Hohn (DIE LINKE) in the Bundestag (12.12.2017)

Photo: Deutscher Bundestag / Achim Melde

7. In view of tight resources and the Corona situation, lobbying by ICBUW is
currently only possible to a limited extent. A highlight here was the short
parliamentary guestion on uranium weapons ("Danger of chemical-toxic and
radioactive uranium ammunition") carefully prepared with the parliamentary
group of the DIE LINKE (“"The Left”) party. Such a complex, comprehensive
formulation of questions on this issue has never before been submitted to
the Bundestag. It ranges from the possible DU use consequences to German
DU incidents and to an outlook on a more constructive German position (17
questions in total). All the more unsatisfactory and disappointing was the
government’s response received (approx. 2.5 pages). Overall, there is a
parallel to the (equally) frustratingly negative behaviour of the German
government with regard to the Nuclear Weapons Prohibition Treaty that has
just entered into force.

https://www.icbuw.eu/de/Tna=v&id=5 7/8


https://www.icbuw.eu/an-unsatisfactory-answer-to-a-comlex-question-short-parliamentary-question-by-die-linke-on-uranium-ammunition-bt-ds-19-16786/

29.12.2021, 11:38 ICBUW Newsletter 1/2021

UN General Assembly (Photo: Patrick Gruban)

8. Germany's voting behaviour on the uranium weapons resolution in the UN
General Assembly was again disappointing. The Resolution was adopted with
a record number of votes in favour and continues to provide a good
framework for ICBUW's DU-outlawing work. In the run-up to the resolution,
we published a working_paper, which highlights current developments and
positions, against the backdrop of the international community's growing
preoccupation with the environmental damage caused by military
conflicts....
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